
IB Admission Policy

Division Mission:

Our commitment to high-quality public education serves the community and
empowers each student to live a life of dignity, fulfilment, empathy and possibility.

IB Mission:

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and
caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through
intercultural understanding and respect.

To this end the organization works with schools, governments and international
organizations to develop challenging programmes of international education and
rigorous assessment.

These programmes encourage students across the world to become active,
compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with
their differences, can also be right.
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1. Purpose of the Admission Policy:

● To ensure that all students at Harry Ainlay School have equal access to an IB
education

● To ensure that the school community is aware of the process for admission into
IB courses

2. Philosophy:

Our goal is to ensure that students experience success in their high school courses
leading to the Alberta Diploma. Students should have the opportunity to enrich their
education by completing IB courses and/oror the IB Diploma. Students should also
have the opportunity to achieve the credentials needed for acceptance into, and
success in, post-secondary institutions. To this end, we believe that IB courses
should be freely available to all students who have successfully completed the
prerequisite courses.

We believe that all students should have access to instruction with an international
focus and that all students should further develop the IB Learner Profile attributes
throughout their high school years.

3. Roles and Responsibilities

A) Head of School will

● ensure that the community is aware of deadlines for school choice and course
selection

● provide opportunities for parents and students to attend information sessions
regarding the IB programme

● provide opportunities for students to learn about the admission requirements of
many universities

● provide support services to help students succeed in their IB courses.

B) IB Diploma Coordinator and School Counsellors

● provide information and guidance to students and their parents during program
and course selection via group IB Information sessions and one-on-one
conversations

● provide guidance and recommendations to help students select a programme
that best suits their needs

● encourage students to attempt IB courses and/or the IB Diploma

Harry Ainlay IB Admission Policy Page 2



● support students throughout their high school years to help them succeed in their
IB courses

● provide opportunities for students to learn about the admission requirements of
many universities by organizing university fairs and/or visits

C) Students and Parents

● attain knowledge about the requirements for an Alberta Diploma, an IB Diploma,
and post-secondary school programs of choice before high school program and
course selection

● contact IB Coordinator with questions and concerns

● access student support systems when needed

○ student services provide counselling for students during course selection

○ student services provide support to students having difficulty in their courses,
including organization of peer tutoring

○ student services provides accommodations for students with special needs

4. Policy Overview

Students living in the Harry Ainlay School catchment area as defined by the
Edmonton Public School (EPSB) division are eligible to attend Harry Ainlay School
for grades 10, 11 and 12.

Students living outside the catchment area may select Harry Ainlay School as their
high school of choice by the EPSB deadline for school selection. If sufficient space is
available the student will be accepted. If the number of students who apply exceeds
the school’s capacity, a random selection process will be used at the division level to
determine which students are accepted.

Once accepted to Harry Ainlay School a student may choose courses in the IB
Diploma programme if the following requirements are met:

Grade10:

● Prerequisite for all other grade 10 pre-IB courses is an 80% average in the
grade 9 core subjects.
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Grade 11:

● Prerequisite for grade 11IB course(s) is 50% in the prerequisite grade 10 pre-
IB subject, although we recommend a grade above 70% (see the Harry Ainlay
School program guide for prerequisite requirements).

Grade 12:

● Prerequisite for grade 12IB course(s) is 50% in the same grade 11 IB subject,
although we recommend a grade above 70% (see the Harry Ainlay School
program guide for prerequisite requirements). Students must also have
completed and submitted all IB specific assessments assigned in grade 11.

Students entering from a school that does not have an IB program:

If a student enrolls at Harry Ainlay School in grade 11 or 12 from a school that does
not have an IB program, access to IB courses will be determined by the IB
coordinator and assistant principal, in consultation with the student and their parents,
on a case-by-case basis.

5. Policy Review:

This policy was adapted from LOHS policy and reviewed by a committee of IB teachers
at Harry Ainlay School. It is reviewed by IB teachers and school administration as
needed, or at least once every five years. Amendments are made as needed.

Resources:

Edmonton Public Schools (2021). Student Rights and Responsibilities: Harry Ainlay

International Baccalaureate Organisation (2021). IB Programme Standards and
Practices.

International Baccalaureate Organisation (2015). DP From Principles to Practice.

Lillian Osborne’s admission policy
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